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Controversy raged through England during the 1570-80s as Puritans denounced all manner of
games & pastimes as a danger to public morals. Writers quickly turrned their attention to their
own art and the first & most influential response came with Philip Sidney's Defense. Here he set
out to answer contemporary critics &, with reference to Classical models of criticism, formulated
a manifesto for English literature. Also includes George Puttenham's Art of English Poesy,
Samuel Daniel's Defence of Rhyme, & passages by writers such as Ben Jonson, Francis Bacon
& George Gascoigne.

Jeffrey Dubantries valiantly to revive the tradition in his ambitious, pugnacious,eccentric,
sprawling new book The Lesbian Lyre: Reclaiming Sappho forthe Twenty-First Century. This is
not all Duban tries to do: he alsoprovides a learned introduction to ancient Greek lyric poetry,
offerstranslations of his favorite love poems, surveys Latin and Greek literature moregenerally,
explains the formal aspects of classical verse, discussestranslation, surveys and criticizes
various translations, and explains howliterature, art, Classics and everything else went wrong
after World War I,with the advent of Modernism, and the inexplicable rise of the half-
educatedpoet, critic, and charlatan Ezra Pound (1885–1972), who is ultimately to blamefor the
decay in modern poetry and the death of the classical tradition….Duban has a great deal to say;
muchof it is immensely valuable. The Lesbian Lyre appears old-fashionednot because Duban is
a reactionary, but only because literary criticism andclassical scholarship have turned so sharply
leftwards that even a moderatelyliberal intellectual stance seems a quaint novelty....Jeffrey
Duban seems to have been provoked intowriting The Lesbian Lyre because of the recent
proliferationof bad “poetic” versions of verses by Sappho of Lesbos (ca. 630–570 bc), where the
translators have littleor no ability to read ancient Greek, no ability to organize words into
recognizablepoetic form, and no knowledge of or respect for English literature. Many ofthese
translators claim special insight into Sappho’s surviving verses byvirtue of being women, even
where they cannot read Sappho’s own words. Such politicizedhocus-pocus goes unchallenged
by classicists, who either agree with it ordecline to express their dissent.-- Sandra Kotta ―
Quillette: A Platform for Free Thought"The Lesbian Lyre by Jeffrey M. Duban offers a most
stimulating discourse: it will be, for the beginning of the 21st century, a rich document added to
the long list of uses and misuses Sappho has known since Antiquity, of which he, to be sure,
presents examples. The author’s stance―avowed, to say the least―ever leads the reader,
philologist, poet, performer or translator, or simple amateur of ancient poetry, to
question―reflexively, and with renewed vigor―their epistemological, anthropological, and even
political assumptions." -- Michel Briand, University of PoitiersReview“[The Lesbian Lyre] is a big
book and a fine one. Duban is a man with a mission: his intention, made clear in the subtitle, is to



rescue Sappho from the distortions and perversions of her text imposed by modernist
poetasters of the past half century and more. The discussion ranges widely, but without
superficiality, into poetry ancient and modern. It is clear that his grounding in Greek and Latin at
the Public Latin School at Boston and at Brown University was thorough, so that he is competent
to practice what he preaches―the translations offered in Part III are accurate and possess a
certain formality. The tone is often censorious, but the many pages of reproof and repudiation
rarely pall, since they are enlivened by pawky commentary.”―George Huxley, Trinity College
Dublin, Hermathena“A humanities degree between two covers. Brilliant.”―David Dubal, The
Juilliard School“Jeffrey Duban is one of the relatively few scholars and artists standing athwart
the flood of modernism and yelling stop...”―Mark Helprin, author, A Kingdom Far and Clear: The
Complete Swan Lake Trilogy“A half-century ago Duban’s views on the translation of Greek and
Latin poetry would have been non-controversial. Now they may be as incendiary as they are
desperately needed.”―Victor Davis Hanson, The Hoover Institution, Stanford University“Jeffrey
Duban’s The Lesbian Lyre is unique.... The work is magisterial in its root sense: we enjoy good
teaching.”―William Nethercut, Professor of Classics, University of Texas, Austin“The Lesbian
Lyre offers a bracing and very welcome challenge to the 20th century dominance of ‘personal
voice’ translations of Greek lyric, Sappho in particular.”―Niall Slater, Samuel Candler Dobbs
Professor of Latin and Greek, Emory University, Atlanta“...Taken as a whole, the book contains a
feast of sound scholarship and challenging critical judgment.”―Nicholas Ostler, author, Ad
Infinitum: A Biography of Latin“The Lesbian Lyre by Jeffrey M. Duban offers a most stimulating
discourse: it will be, for the beginning of the 21st century, a rich document added to the long list
of uses and misuses Sappho has known since Antiquity, of which he, to be sure, presents
examples. The author’s stance―avowed, to say the least―ever leads the reader, philologist,
poet, performer or translator, or simple amateur of ancient poetry, to question―reflexively, and
with renewed vigor―their epistemological, anthropological, and even political
assumptions.”―Michel Briand, University of Poitiers“Jeffrey Duban tries valiantly to revive the
tradition in his ambitious, pugnacious, eccentric, sprawling new book The Lesbian Lyre:
Reclaiming Sappho for the Twenty-First Century. This is not all Duban tries to do: he also
provides a learned introduction to ancient Greek lyric poetry, offers translations of his favorite
love poems, surveys Latin and Greek literature more generally, explains the formal aspects of
classical verse, discusses translation, surveys and criticizes various translations, and explains
how literature, art, Classics and everything else went wrong after World War I, with the advent of
Modernism, and the inexplicable rise of the half-educated poet, critic, and charlatan Ezra Pound
(1885–1972), who is ultimately to blame for the decay in modern poetry and the death of the
classical tradition….“Duban has a great deal to say; much of it is immensely valuable. The
Lesbian Lyre appears old-fashioned not because Duban is a reactionary, but only because
literary criticism and classical scholarship have turned so sharply leftwards that even a
moderately liberal intellectual stance seems a quaint novelty.... “Jeffrey Duban seems to have
been provoked into writing The Lesbian Lyre because of the recent proliferation of bad “poetic”



versions of verses by Sappho of Lesbos (ca. 630–570 bc), where the translators have little or no
ability to read ancient Greek, no ability to organize words into recognizable poetic form, and no
knowledge of or respect for English literature. Many of these translators claim special insight into
Sappho’s surviving verses by virtue of being women, even where they cannot read Sappho’s
own words. Such politicized hocus-pocus goes unchallenged by classicists, who either agree
with it or decline to express their dissent.”―Quillette: A Platform for Free ThoughtAbout the
AuthorJeffrey M. Duban attended the Boston Public Latin School, where he studied Latin,
Greek, and French. Majoring in classics at Brown, he also attended the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, where he studied not only classics, but also Sanskrit and the Hebrew Old Testament.
He obtained his PhD from Johns Hopkins, briefly entering university teaching and later entered
law school, earning his JD from Fordham. As an attorney, he specialized in academic law,
representing faculty in promotion and tenure cases, and faculty and students in disciplinary
proceedings. In 2016, he published The Lesbian Lyre: Reclaiming Sappho for the 21st
Century, a far-ranging volume described as “a humanities degree between two covers.” The
Lesbian Lyre was the inspiration for the author’s musical program, in which he serves as
narrator, of Sir Granville Bantock’s Sappho: Nine Fragments for Contralto. Duban is also
presently collaborating with Greek-Canadian composer Constantine Caravassilis.Read more
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